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A Brief Statement of the Rise and Progress of | 
the Testimony fF te Religious Society of 
Friends, against Slavery and the Slave- 
trade. 


At a Yearly Meeting held in Philadelphia, by adjourn- 
ments, frum the I7th of the Fourth month to the 22d | 


of the same, inclusive, 1843. 
A history of the rise and spread of a reli-| 
gious concern among Friends in this country, | 
on account of holding their fellow-men in| 
bondage, and showing its progress in meet. | 
ings and among the members, until slavery 
was abolished within the Society, by the per- | 
severing effurts of indefatigable labourers, 
having been prepared by the Meeting for Suf- 
feriags, it was read and approved; and that | 
meeting directed to have such an edition | 
printed as they may deem expedient ; and | 
circulate the work among our members and | 
others. 
Extracted from the minutes. 


Wiviram Evans, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 





INTRODUCTION. 


It was intended to include in the following | 
pages an account of the labours of Friends, in | 
all the Yearly Meetings where slavery once 
existed, to induce the members to set their 
slaves free; and letters were accordingly ad- 
dressed with a view of procuring the informa- 
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ence of gospel love, in checking, and finally vants, the negroes and blacks whom they have 
eradicating an evil, which long-established | bought with their money, [as] to let them go 
custom had sanctioned, and which was inter-| free after they have served tait#ifully a con- 
woven with all the social relations, and with | siderable term of years, be it thirty years 
the strongest feelings of self-interest. Should after, more or less, and when they go and 
it happily be the means of inciting others to }are made free, let them not go away empty 
pursue the same course in reference to sla-| handed.” 
very, the object of its publication will be ob-| George Fox visited that island in company 
tained. with William Edmundson, and their earnest 
A Brief Statement, &. oe with the masters on behalf of the 
slaves, gave rise to a report that they were 
It having pleased the Great Head of the (exciting the latter to revolt; a report which 
church to enlighten the minds of some of our|George Fox promptly pronounced to be a 
early Friends to see the iniquity of holding | wicked slander. Four years afterwards, Wil- 
their fellow-men in bondage, at a time when | liam Edmundson again visited the island ; and 
many of our members were themselves slave- | the same slanders being revived, he was taken 
holders; and the Society of Friends having | before the governor, as appears by his jour- 
been, through faithfulness, favoured to clear | nal. 
itself of that opprobium of the Christian world,| It was probably during this second visit that 
we have thought that a narrative of the steps | he addressed an Epistle to Friends of Mary- 
by which this reformation was effected, would | land, Virginia, and other parts of America, 
be both strengthening to those who, being | which contains the following passage: “ And 
slave-holders, feel the awfulness of their res- | must not negroes feel and partake the liberty 
ponsibility ; and encouraging to all as an ex-|of the gospel, that they may be won to the 
ample of patient perseverance in bearing a| gospel? Is there no year of jubilee for them? 
faithful testimony in the meekness and gentle- | Did not God make us all of one mould? And 
ness of the gospel, against the evils which are | did not Jesus Christ shed his blood for us all? 
in the world. | And what if they were of Ham’s stock, and 
At the tine whem the Soepiety of Friends | were to be servants of servants? hath not that 
arose, there were great numbers of slaves in| been fulfilled upon them? and must that yoke 
the British possessions, more especially in the | always rest upon their bodies, or rather be laid 
West Indies, Virginia and the Carolinas.|upon Ham’s spirit wherever it is? and doth 
Many of their owners were among the early | not Christ take away that wall of partition 
converts to our Society, and Friends who had | between people and people? and is it not now 
emigrated thither from England, fell into the | that God is no respecter of persons, but of 
custom and purchased slaves. |every nation, tongue and people, he that fears 
We learn this from the earnest exhortations | God and works righteousness shall find mercy ? 
of George Fox and his fellow-labourers to | and should not we show forth the mercies and 
Friends to treat their slaves with Christian | kindness of God to our fellow-creatures? And 
care and humanity, and to prepare them for | doth not the prophet say the Lord will stretch 
freedom. forth his hand to Ethiopia, and will set up his 
Such was the counsel given by George | altar in Egypt, which David several times calls 
Fox to Friends in Barbadoes in 1671. | the land of Ham? And Christ’s command is 
“Respecting their negroes, I desired them,” | to do to others as we would have them to do 





tion necessary for drawing up such a sketch. | says he in his journal, “ to endeavour to train |to us; and which of you all would have the 


From two of the Yearly Meetings, however,|them up in the fear of God, as well those 
the information could not be obtained ; as the| that were bought with their money, as them 
documents'in relation to the subject were so) that were born in their families, that all might 
circumstanced, as not to be readily accessible. | come to the knowledge of the Lord; that so 
It is believed, however, that the means used} with Joshua every master of a family might 
in the limits of those meetings to convince the | say, ‘ As for me and my house we will serve 


blacks or others to make you their slaves 
| without hope or expectation of freedom or 
jliberty? Would not this be an aggravation 
| upon your minds that would outbalance all 
other comforts? So make their conditions 
| your own; for a good conscience void of 


understandings of the members, of the iniquity | the Lord.’ I desired also that they would | offence, is of more worth than all the world, 
of slave-holding, and to induce them to give | cause their overseers to deal mildly and gently | and Truth must regulate all wrongs and wrong 





the negro the enjoyment of his natural right 
to liberty, were essentially the same as those 
detailed in the subsequent narrative. 

It is obvious, that in so brief a space as this 
essay affords, a very imperfect view of the 
arduous and unwearied labours of the Society 
in the cause of freedom could be given; but 
perhaps enough is said to show the benefit of 
patient, persevering labour, under the influ. 


with their negroes, and not use cruelty tow- 
ards them as the manner of some hath been 
and is; and that after certain years of servi- 
tude they should make them free.” 

In a public discourse spoken in that island, 
he bears the following remarkable testimony: 
“Jet me tell you it will doubtless be very ac- 
ceptable to the Lord, if so be that masters of 
families here, would deal so with their ser. 


dealing.” 

These extracts prove that the sin of slave- 
holding was seen in its true light by some of 
the most eminent of our early Friends. That 
many bore a faithful testimony from that time 
forward, will be shown from the official re- 
cords of the Society. 

At the Yearly Meeting of Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey, held in 1688, a paper was 
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** presented by some German Friends concern- 
ing the lawfulness and unlawfulness of buying 
and keeping of negroes; it was adjudged not 
to be so proper for this meeting to give a posi- 
tive judgment in the case, it having so general 
a relation to many other parts, and therefore 
at present they forbear it.” 
iligent search has been made at various 
times for the paper spoken of in the above 
extract, and there is reason to fear that it is 
no longer extant. ‘The German Friends who 
presented it are understood to have been 
emigrants from Kreisheim, who had establish- 
ed themselves in the neighbourhood of Ger- 
mantown. 
The first official step of the Society in re- 
gard to trading in negroes, appears to have 


been taken by the Yearly Meeting of 1696, | and their posterity as such, without any limi- 


which issued the following advice to its mem- | 
bers. ‘“ Whereas, several papers have been 





sidering that Friends in many other places are 
concerned in it as much as we are, advises 
that Friends may be careful, according to a 
former minute of this Yearly Meeting, (1696,) 
not to encourage the bringing in of any more; 
and that all merchants and factors write to 
their correspondents to discourage them from 
sending any more.” 

In the following year, (1712,) the Yearly 
Meeting in its Epistle to the London Yearly 
Meeting, expressed its concern on the subject 
of slavery, and pointed out the causes of the 


but not with us,and your meeting may better 
prevail with them, and your advice prove 
more effectual.” ; 


(To be continued.) 
===. 
For ** The Friend.” 
PUSEYISM. 


It is said, that every generation considers 
its own age as an extraordinary era. ‘This 
may arise in part from the fact, that eveuts 
which transpire under our own notice, and in 





increase of slaves, in the following strong lan-| which we feel a personal interest, produce a 
guage. ‘ And now, dear Friends, we impart! deeper impression on the mind, than similar 
unto you a concern that hath rested on our! occurrences known only from the page of his- 
minds for many years, touching the importing |tory. But after making all reasonable allow- 
and having negro slaves, and detaining them ance on this score, we think, that comparing 


tation or time of redemption from that condi- 
tion. This matter was laid before this meet- 





read relating to the keeping and bringing in of | ing many years ago, and the thing, in some | 


the history of the past, with the events of the 
present, it must be admitted that we live in a 
remarkable period. If we confine our view 
to the present condition of professing Chris- 





negroes: which being duly considered, it is| degree, discouraged, as may appear by a 


tendom only, we shall find it surpassing any 


the advice of this meeting, that Friends be | minute of our Yearly Meeting, (1696,) desir-| former age in the momentous and startling in- 
careful rot to encourage the bringing in of|ing all merchants and traders professing | dications which are every where forcing them- 


any more negroes; and that such that have 
negroes, be careful of them, bring them to 
meetings, have meetings with them in their 
families, and restrain them from loose and 
lewd living as much as in them lies, and 
from rambling abroad on First-days or other 
times,” 

William Penn felt and mourned over the 
state of the slaves, but his attempts to improve 
their condition by legal enactments were de- 
feated in the House of Assembly. The fol- 
lowing minute of the Monthly Mecting of Phi- 
ladelphia made in 1700, bears witness to his 
zeal for their welfare. ‘“‘ Our dear Friend and 
governor having laid before this meeting a 
concern that hath laid upon his mind for some 
time concerning the negroes and Indians, that 
Friends ought to be very careful in discharg- 
ing a good conscience towards them in alll 
respects, but more especially for the good of 
their souls, and that they might as frequent 
as may be, come to meetings upon | 
upon consideration whereof this meeting con- 
cludes to appoint a meeting for the negroes, 
to be kept once a month, &c., and that their 
masters gave notice thereof in their own fami- 
lies, and be present with them at the said 
meetings as frequent as may be.” 

The Quarterly Meeting of Chester was at 
that time the most southern branch of the 
Yearly Meeting of Pennsylvania, and com- 
prised all the meetings south of Philadelphia | 
Quarter, as far as Hopewell in Virginia. The 
attention of its members was early turned .to 
this subject, and in the Sixth month, 1711, 
the following minute of that Quarter was sent 
up to the Yearly Meeting. 

“Chester Monthly Meeting’s representatives 
reminded this meeting that their meeting was 
dissatisfied with Friends buying and encour- 
aging the bringing in of negroes, and desires 
the care and notice of the Yearly Meeting ; 
and the above particulars to be according to 
order, presented by the representatives of this 
meeting in writing to the next Yearly Meet- 
ing.” The Yearly Meeting of that year no- 
tices this minute, and adds, that “ after a due 
consideration of the matter, the meeting con- 








| Truth among us, to write to their correspon-| selves into notice. 


It may not inappropriate- 
dents, that they send no more megroes to be|ly be called the age of religious delusions. 
disposed of as above ; yet, notwithstanding, as | ‘The ingenuity of man seems put to the rack, 
our settlements increased, so other traders|to discover some new and easier way to the 
flocked in amongst us, over whom we had no kivgdom of heaven, or some modification of 
gospel authority, and such have increased and |‘ the good old way,” which may remove its 
inultiplied negroes amongst us, to the grief of | asperities, expand the straitness of its gate, 
divers Friends, whom we are willing to ease, | and widen the narrowness of its bounds, so us 
if the way might open clear to the satisfaction | to relieve the flesh of the crosses and mortifi- 


of the general ; and it being last Yearly Meet- 
ing again moved, and Friends being more 
concerned with negroes in divers other pro- 
vinces and places, than in these, we thought it 
too weighty to come to a full conclusion 
therein; this meeting thereforedesires your 
assistance by way of counsel and advice there- 
in, and that you would be pleased to take the 
matter into your weighty consideration, after 
having advised with Friends in the other 
American provinces, and give us your sense 
or advice therein.” 

The tenor of the advice given may be learn- 
ed from the Epistle to London of the Yearly 
Meeting of 1714. 

“‘We also kindly received your advice 
about negro slaves, and we are one with you 
that the multiplying of them may be of dan- 
gerous consequence, and therefore a law was 
made in Pennsylvania, laying a duty of twenty 
pounds upon every one imported there, which 
law the Queen was pleased to disannul. We 
could heartily wish that a way might be found 
to stop the bringing in more here ; or, at least, 
that F’riends may be less concerned in buying 
or selling of any that may be brought in; and 
hope for your assistance with the government, 
if any farther law should be made, discour- 
aging the importation. We know not of any 
Friend amongst us, that bas any hand or con- 
cern in bringing any out of their own country ; 
and we are of the same mind with you, that 
the practice is not commendable nor allowable 
amongst Friends; and we take the freedom 
to acquaint you, that our request unto you 
was, that you would be pleased to consult or 
advise with Friends in other plantations, 
where they are more numerous than with us; 
because they hold a correspondence with you 
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cations Which this antiquated path has ever 
occasioned to those who have safely trodden 
it to eternal life and glory. 

New sects are rising up, setting forth strange 
doctrines ; others are reviving the errors and 
corruptions of the darkest-@ges; party strug- 
ling against party ; and almost every religious 
denomination distracted by some controversy 
involving points of faith or practice. 

No serious observer of the times can enter- 
tain a doubt that all these commotions, pain- 
ful as they seem to us, and much as they are 
to be deplored in some of their consequences ; 
under the overruling power of a gracious Pro- 
vidence, are conducing to the spread of gospel 
Truth; are a part of that mighty shaking 
which the Sovereign Head of the church has 
determined to bring upon all the systems of 
human contrivance, that those things which 
can be shaken may be removed, and that those 
which cannot be shaken, may not only remain, 
but be universally diffused among mankind. 
The pillars of priestcraft are tottering ; and 
the rest which the lovers of ease have been 
taking in a religion of forms and ceremonies, 
which amuses the head, while it leaves the 
heart unchanged, is in the way of being broken 
up. But this will not be effected without many 
bard struggles on the part of those whose 
interest it is to retain those great stumbling- 
blocks of professing Christendom, and the 
friends of pure spiritual religion must expect 
to meet with every species of opposition which 
human ingenuity, sharpened by self-interest, 
can devise, 

Among the most extraordinary develop- 
ments which mark the present eventful day, is 
the disposition shown by some of the priests 
of the episcopal order to revive among their 
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people the errors of popery. It is curious to; they wish to look about for something else 
trace the course pursued by these men in car-| which may support their authority and influ- 
rying out their design. ‘hey cautiously avoid} ence. This seems a fair inference from the 
any statements which might shock the teelings| premises. ‘The question recurs,” say the 
of their readers by the fear of re-establishing | ‘T'ractists, ‘on what are we to rest our autho- 
Romanism with its idolatrous host—its masses | rity when the state deserts us 7” 

—images, and inquisitions; and gradually} And what does the Christian reader suppose 
prepare the way for their disclosures by ex-|is the ground which is to avail them, when all 
alting the power and office of the clergy, | the others fail !—let themselves answer. “ ‘The 
claiming for them an authority and influence | real ground on which our authority is built,” 
equal to that of the apostles themselves. ‘The|say they, is “ our apostolical descent—we 
Bible is thrust aside to make room for the | have been born, not of blood, nor of the will 
writings of the fathers, for the traditions of.|of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
the church, and the dictum of the priest; and \God. ‘The Lord Jesus Christ gave his Spirit 
the idea is inculcated that the sacred pages of |to his apostles; they in their turn laid their 
Holy Scripture could not safely be trusted in| hands on those who should succeed them ; and 
the hands of the unlearned, (in other words of | these again on others; and so the sacred gift 
the people,) unless accompanied by the com- has been handed down to our present bishops, 
mentary of the “ living oracle,” alias the | who have appointed us as their assistants, aud 
priest. in some sense representatives.” 

Once persuade the people to yield to these} Was there ever any thing more preposter- 
monstrous and arrogant pretensions, and the|ous or unscriptural, than the pretence that 
way is clearly open to the promulgation and |‘ being born of God,” in the sense of the 
adoption of the most absurd dogmas which the | apostle, or in any sense at all, means the lay- 
priests may choose to broach. ing on of the hands of the bishop?’ Where is 

In a series of Essays, written by episcopal | there any, the most distant, authority in the 
ministers, and issued from Oxford, in England, | Bible for such a notion? Will it be pretended 
entitled “ Tracts for the Times,” we find the| that the laying on of hands, even supposing 
most full exposition of these extraordinary | there was any virtue in it, is not often done in| 
sentiments, though some of them are occa-|the will of the flesh and the will of man, if| 
sionally avowed in other works, published | indeed it be not always so? Is it regeneration 
both in England and America. —the putting off the old man with his deeds, 

From the first Tract, addressed to the|and the putting on the new man, which, after 
clergy, we take the following : “Should the | God, is created in righteousness and true ho- 
goverament and country so far forget their |liness? ‘This, we always supposed, was “ being 
God as to cast off the church ; to deprive it of | born of God ;” but, alas! how many of those 
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lation of Jesus Christ.” His call was from 
the blessed Head‘ of the church; he was 
ordained a minister of the gospel by Christ 
himself, not by the priest, and his speech and 
preaching was not in the words which man’s 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth—a necessity to speak was laid upon 
him, “ Yea, woe is unto me,” says he, “ if I 
preach not the gospel.” And such must still 
be the call of every true minister. He must be 
called of God, as was Aaron, not with an out- 
ward voice, but by the enlightening and con- 
straining influence of the Holy Ghost in his 
heart, showing him that his Lord and Master 
has separated and anointed him for that holy 
service. His ordination must be from above ; 
and his ability for the solemn work received 
from the fresh openings of the Comforter, who 
is promised to lead into all truth, and to bring 
all things to our remembrance. In the words 
of the liturgy of the church of England, he 
must be moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon 
him this solemn work ; and if he be really so 
moved, and is obedient to the motion, it is a 
higher call and qualification than any mortal 
can bestow, and needs not the imposition of 
any hands to give it validity or authority. It is 
Christ himself who calls, anoints, sends forth, 
and furnishes his ministers for the work of 
their day, and as they follow whithersoever he 
leads, and depend solely on his strength and 
assistance, he will enable them, according to 
their respective measures, to preach the gos- 
pel with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven. 

But let us hear a little more of the Tracta- 





its temporal honours and substance ; on what 
will you rest the claim of respect and atten- 
tion which you make upon your flocks? Hith- 
erto you have been upheld by your birth, 
your education, your wealth, your connec- 
tions ; should these secular advantages cease, 
on what must Christ’s ministers depend? Is 
not this a serious practical question! We 
know how miserable is the state of religious 
bodies not supported by the state.” 

These appear to us to be singular acknow- 
ledgments, coming from the pretended minis- 
ters of him who told his followers, that “ his 
kingdom is not of this world ;” and whose posi- 
tive injunction to his disciples, when sending 
them forth to preach his gospel is, “ Freely ye 
have received—freely give.” He gave them 
no “temporal honours or substance” to up- 
hold their claims, or command attention to 
their message. He forbad them to take either 

urse or scrip, or to have two coats a-piece, 
and told them they should be hated of all men 


—they were poor, despised, unlearned men— 
yet the gospel spread through their instru- 
mentality with amazing rapidity, not only 
without the “ support of the state,” but in the 


loa whom the careless hands of the priest have | rian view of this succession. In the heads of 
been laid, give abundant and mournful evid-| a discourse designed for the common people, 
ence, thatthey have ——s this great | after speaking of the apostles, and the sinful- 
change, either then or re. They have| ness of hating them and their doctrine, they 
gone on in their evil ways, enemies to the| say, ‘‘ Here is a useful lesson for us at this 
cross of Christ, and strangers to the covenant| day. ‘The apostles indeed are dead ; yet it is 
of promise, and while attempting to teach | quite possible for men still to hate their preach- 
others the way of salvation, have never trod-| ing, and to persecute them as when they were 
den it themselves. ‘The history of the church | alive. For in one sense they are still alive ; I 
both Roman and Anglo-papal, bears ample) mean they did not leave the world without 
| testimony to this. And will any one dare to| appointing persons to take their place; and 
pretend, that such a laying-on of hands—/these persons represent them, and may be 
hands, stained perhaps with crimes of the| considered, with reference to us, as if they 
blackest dye,—transmits the Spirit of the pure} were the apostles. When a man dies his son 
and holy God to such a worthless recipient! takes his property, and represents him; that 
It is impious! and no less impious to assume | is, in a manner, he still lives in the person of 
that such a mockery is “ being born of God.” | his son. Well, this explains how the apostles 
But does not the priest lay his hands also! may be said to be still among us; they did not 
upon every person who has been sprinkled| indeed leave their sons to succeed them as 
and comes for confirmation? Does this too} apostles, but they left spiritual sons ; they did 
devolve the sacred gift on them, and make! not leave this life without first solemnly lay- 
them successors of the apostles ? If so, where} ing their hands on the heads of certain of their 
brethren, and these took their place, and re- 
presented them after their death. 
“ But it may be asked, are these spiritual 
sons of the apostles still alive? No; all this 


their “ claim to respect and attention?” Why 
should the laying-on of hands in one case work 
a different result from the other? If the 
words spoken change the effect, then, it seems 


very teeth of its bitterest persecution. 

It would seem from the language of the 
Tractists, as though the episcopal clergy were 
depending on their temporal honours and sub- 
stance, their birth, education, wealth and con- 
nections ; and that as long as they could be 
upheld by these, they were satisfied to rest 
their claim to respect and attention on those 
grounds; but in the event of these failing, 


to us, that they and not the laying on of the 
hands must be the efficient agent. Such are 
the difficulties and absurdities into which this 
system leads, that we cannot but admire how 
sober and thinking men can tolerate it. How 
different from the simple language of the 
apostle, when describing his call to the sacred 
office. “I neither received it of man,” says 


for his name sake. And they were so hated | is “ the real ground” on which the clergy rest 
he, “ neither was I taught it but by the reve- 


took place many hundred years ago. These 
sons and heirs of the apostles died long since. 
But then they, in their turn, did not leave the 
world without committing their sacred office 
to a fresh set of ministers; and they, in turn, 
to another, and so oneven to thisday. Thus 
the apostles had first spiritual sons—then spi- 
ritual grand-sons—then great-grand-sons, and 
so on, from one age to another, down to the 
present time. 
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“ Again it may be asked, who are at this teaching them, &c.—to the Anointing which 
time the successors and spiritual descendants! they had received which is truth, and no lie; 
of the apostles? I shall surprise some people! and which would instruct them in the things 
by the answer I shall give, though it is very pertaining tolife and salvation, so that they need 
clear, and there is no doubt about it—the|not that any man should teach them, but as 
Bisnors. They stand in the place of the apos-| the same anointing teacheth. It is the distin- 
tles, as far as the office of ruling is concerned, |guishing glory and privilege of this gospel- 
and whatever we ought to do, had we lived'day, that it is not necessary for every man to 
when the apostles were alive, the same wejteach his neighbour and his brother, saying, 
ought to do for the bishops. He that despis-| know the Lord—neither is the new covenant 
eth them, despiseth the apostles.” like the old, wherein the priest’s lips kept 

No wonder the writer thought be should! knowledge, and all must apply to him to be 
surprise some of his readers! It is inated [tnfocesed of the Divine will; but this shall be 
surprising how any man can deliberately write the covenant that | will make with the house 
such absurdity. Let any one read the his-|of Israel, “* Alter those days, saith the Lord, 
tory of the church of Rome, (the other branch I will put my law in their inward parts, and 
of the Christian church, as these writers call! write it in their hearts, and will be their God, 
it, to distinguish it from their own Anglo-po-/and they shall be my people.” This law is 

ry,) and observe the profligate and flagitious | “ written not with ink, but with the spirit of 

ives of some of these pretended graudsons| the living God ;—not in tables of stone, but in 
and great-grandsons of the apostles, who were the fleshly tables of the heart”—a law so plain, 
guilty of almost every crime which has ever)“ that the way-faring man, though a fool, can- 
disgraced human nature, and then soberly ask | not err therein.” 

himself, whether the apostle Paul, or leter, or (To be continued.) 

James, would have acknowledged such wicked 
sinners as his offspring. Will these Tractists 
tell us whether if a man be in the commission 
of those crimes which the Scriptures assure 
us shut him out of Christ’s church, militant 
and triumphant, he is still one of the succes- 
sors of the apostles, whom we are to “ reverence 
for his office sake,”—one of “ the shepherds 
of Christ’s flock,” and that we ought to do for 
him, whatever we would for the apostles if 
they were alive? Is not this making the com- 
mandment of God of none effect, and incurring 
the condemnation pronounced on such ? 

It is really amazing to see how these priests 
would engross the whole business of salvation 
to keep up theirtrade. They would make us 
believe that God and Christ are quite insuffi- 
cient to save mankind without their help; and 
that being“ the successors of the apostles,” 
we must pay them for telling us what to do, 
and, in a word, buy salvation of them. They 
say, “ Thus, in one sense, it is from the bishop 
that the news of redemption, and the means of 
grace have come to all men. I who speak 
to you concerning Christ, was ordained to do 
so by the bishop—he speaks in me, as Christ 
wrought in him, and as God sent Christ. 
Thus the whole plan of salvation hangs to- 
gether. Christ the true mediator above; his 
servant, the bishop, his earthly likeness ; man- 
kind the subjects of his teaching; God the 
author of salvation.” 

It is the first time we ever heard priests 
announced as a part of the plan of salvation ; 
and we should like to know where the autho- 
rity for such assumption is derived ; certainly 
not from the Bible. According to these men 
there can be no salvation without the priests— 
they are part and parcel of the very plan, and 
whatever they demand for their services we 
must pay on pain of perdition! Christ and his 
apostles taught not so. They did not make 
the teaching of any man a part of the plan of 
salvation. They commended the souls of the 
believers to the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
the Comforter, which should guide them into 
all Truth—to the grace of God which bring- 
eth salvation, and has appeared unto all men, 
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By means of the kindness of a friend, we 
have been enabled to place before our readers 
in the present number, a copy of the General 
Epistle issued by the late Yearly Meeting of 
Friends in London. 


Beyond what is indispensable in the de- 
fence or exposition of our own religious prin- 
ciples and wai this journal has seldom 
interfered in questions of controversy which 
agitate other Christian denominations, espe- 
cially those in the nature of family disputes. 
But the discussions which have been going on 
for a long time in England, and latterly to a 
considerable extent in this country also, under 
the general head of Puseyism, has now as- 
sumed a character so portentous—seemingly 
pregnant with conscquences so important, as 
to have become a subject of intensest interest 
to every class of Christian professors. We 
have therefore for some time thought it desi- 
rable that the topic might be brought forward 
in a condensed, but yet clear, consecutive, and 
comprehensive manner in the pages of ** The 
Friend,” so that our readers, more fully than 
they have heretofore been able to attain, 
might be put in possession of a correct and 
distinct knowledge of the whole matter, and 
its bearings. ‘I'his desideratum, we think, is 
now likely to be amply realized in the essay 
or series of essays of which our present num- 
ber contains the first portion. 


ee Bi 


The truly interesting document issued by 
our late Yearly Meeting, on the rise and pro- 
gress of the testimony of the Society against 
slavery and the slave-trade, having been pub- 
lished in pamphlet form, by direction of said 
meeting, and generally distributed among its 
members, we have, in the belief that its wider 
diffusion would essentially promote the cause 


———— 


of abolition, commenced with the present 
number its republication in “ The Friend.” 
At the same time, we take the liberty to sug- 
gest, that after the family reading of the 
pamphlet has been completed, some member 
of each family in possession of a copy, assume 
the charge of circulating it among their seri- 
ous neighbours for their perusal—a much bet- 
ter disposal of it than to be laid aside and for- 
gotten upon their shelves. 


WHITELAND BOARDING SCHOOL, 
For Gir.s. 


The winter term of this school will com- 
mence on Second-day, the 30th of ‘lenth mo. 
next. The number of scholars is limited to 
eleven; it is therefore requested that those 
intending to send, make application before the 
last of Ninth mo. As the principal is en- 
deavouring to conduct the education of those 
placed under his care, in accordance with the 
principles of the Society of Friends, he will 
expect the pupils to conform to the testimony 
of the Society, with regard to plainness of 
speech, behaviour, and apparel. 


The essential and usual branches of English 
education, including arithmetic, algebra, ge- 
ometry, with its application to plain trigono- 
metry, &c., astronomy, natural philosophy, 
chemistry, and physiology, are taught, with 
lectures, on the three latter subjects ; also the 
Latin language. Terms $60 per session of 
twenty-three weeks. Applications may be 
made to 


Yarpiey Warner, Warren Tayv. P. O. 
Chester county, Pa. 


Joun C. ALLEN, 180 south Second street, 
Philadelphia. 


WEST TOWN SCHOOL. 


A special meeting of the committee to su- 
perintend the Boarding School at West Town, 
will be beld in Philadelphia on Sixth-day, the 
15th instant, at 7 o’clock in the evening. 


‘Tuomas Kimeer, Clerk. 
Philad., Ninth mo. 2d, 1843. 


A coloured lad, about fourteen years of 
age, and of good habits, wants a place with a 
farmer, or mechanic, in the country, where he 
may be taken care of, and carefully brought 
up. Apply at the office of “ ‘The Friend.” 


———————————————————————————————— Ee 


Diep, on the 7th of Seventh month last, after a pro- 
tracted illness, at the residence of her son, John M. 
Haines, in Gloucester county, N. J., Exnzasets, widow 
of Johu Haines, in the 77th vear of her age sa member 
of Cropweil particular aud Upper Evesham Monthly 
Meeting. Having early come under the operation of 
the powcr of Truth, she became qualified for usefulness 
in the church, and stood acecptably in the station of an 
elder for about forty-five years. During her illness, it 
appeared evident that the tendency of her mind was 
heavenward, she being ircquently engaged in supplica- 
tion, and having her faith and hope fixed upon Him, 
who is able to save to the uttermost all those Who put 
their trust in him. Near her close, she expressed a be- 
lief, that she should be safely landed in heaven before 
morning; soon alter which she quietly departed ; and, 
we trust, has entered her cverlasting rest. 
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From the Yearly Meeting held in London, by pursed | 


adjournments, from the 24th of the Fifth 


month, to the 2d of the Sixth month, inclu- 


sive, 1843. 


To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in 
Great Britain, lreland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends,—We have again been per- 
mitted to meet, and in harmony, to deliberate 
upon many subjects which immediately relate 
to the welfare of our religious Society ; but 


which, at the same time, we believe to have a 


close bearing upon the interests of the church 
universal. hilst, as a Christian body, we 


have much cavse for humiliation, we are 


reverently thankful for the evidence” now 
afforded us, that the Lord is near to do us 


good. Our faith is confirmed in the reality of 


that foundation on which, as a church, we 
have been concerned to rest; and we invite 
our brethren and sisters every where to build 
on this unchangeable foundation—* Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
forever.” (Heb. xiii. 8.) 

Beloved Friends, cone unto Him in faith. 


Wait from time to time for the renewings of 


the Holy Ghost. Then will you see in the 
light of Truth that you are called to separate 
yourselves from the world and all its defile- 
ments; and constantly to remember, that ex- 
alted as the standard is which is set before us, 
Christ hath left us an example that we should 
follow his steps. Truly our calling as Chris- 
tians is a high and holy calling ; but it is that 
at which we are to aim. What close search- 
ings of heart, what humiliations, and what 
baptisms are needed, before we are brought 
to the blessed i of those who are 
wholly given up to live unto Him who died for 
them; but great are their joy and peace: 
feeling themselves as strangers and oe 
upon earth, walking in the fear of the Lord, 
and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, it is at 


times given them to feel the consolation of 


the words of the apostle, “ ‘Truly our fellow- 
ship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ.” (1 John, i. 3.) 

Let us, dear Friends, be encouraged to press 
after this blessed experience. In so doing we 
shall be greatly hel by minding the gent- 
lest eco Spirit of Truth. Let 
us seek to know our Lord’s will, even in the 
regulation of our outward concerns. May our 
wants be few, and may we set a high value on 
true contentment; taking heed that we live 
above the world, and are not buried in its 
cares. If through the Divine blessing upon 
our honest industry, riches increase, we should 
be very watchful not to set our hearts upon 
them; and, whilst exercising due economy, 
should be liberal to the poor and distressed. 
(Psalm Ixii. 10.) In the discharge of our pa- 
rental duties, it should be our concern that 
our beloved offspring do not acquire habits 
and notions which are at variance with true 
Christian simplicity, and which may prove a 
burthen to them. Then, if adversity Come 
upon us, how much bitterness and self-con- 
demnation shall we be spared, and how will 
our nearest connections in life escape that suf- 
fering which has been experienced in many 








As the mind is alive to the value of a re- 
newal of spiritual strength, the duty is strongly 


felt of withdrawing from the lawful pursuits of 


business to wait upon God in our week-day 
meetings. Many amongst us can bear testi- 
mony to the comfort and strength which they 
have derived from the performance of this ser- 


vice. We entreat all, whether members of 


large or of small meetings, to assemble regu- 
larly and punctually to partake of this privi- 
lege,—the united worship of the Father of all 
our mercies, in spirit and in truth. He is still 
nigh unto all that call upon Him; and as an 
exercise of spirit is maintained, He causes his 
living presence at times to be felt to the re- 
freshment of the hungry soul, and renewed 
ability is received to perform the duties of life 
to his honour. As the heads of families are 
thus concerned for the good of their own souls, 
their care extends to all who are connected 
with them, whether their children or ser- 
vants, their clerks or other assistants, that 
they also may partake of the benefit of attend- 
ing our religious meetings in the course of the 
week. Some difficulties may present them- 


families, in which a contrary course has been 
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need of a Saviour, and to accept Him as their 
deliverer from the chains of guilt and the pow- 
er of sin. 

The religion of Jesus, in its full develop- 
ment, abrogates all the symbols and rituals of 
the Jewish church, and destroys those works 
of the carnal mind, by which, in the time of 
the apostacy, the priesthood of man was sub- 
stituted for that of Christ, and outward forms 
took the place of the unchanging power and 
holiness of the gospel. It is but too obvious 
that there is a great tendency, in the present 
day, to have recourse to sensible objects and 
outward observances in the service and wor- 
ship of God ;. by which the mind is in immi- 
nent danger of resting in forms, rather than 
coming to the substance of the gospel. Warm 
are our desires that our ancient testimony to 
the spiritual nature of the Christian religion, 
and agaiost all ceremonial usages, may be pre- 
served inviolate ; and we strongly recommend 
our dear Friends to be very watchful, that 
nothing be allowed to estrange them from a 
full appreciation of its value and importance. 
May we all be concerned, both in word and 
deed, to exemplify before our fellow-profes- 


selves in making the needful arrangements for | sors of the Christian name, the great truth, 


this purpose ; but as there is a steady perse- 
verance to accomplish the object, we believe 
that these difficulties will often be found to 
lessen, and even to disappear. 

We take comfort in the persuasion that 
many of you, beloved young Friends, are not 
only permitted to see and to approve things 
that are excellent, but that, by following the 
leadings of Christ the good Shepherd, you 
have been strengthened to take some steps in 
the path of self-denial. In tits awakened 
state, you have, we believe, been brought to 
see the value and the excellency of our Chris- 
tian principles and practices, Warm are our 
desires that you may be faithful to the requir- 
ings of your Lord ; endeavouring to walk before 
Him in the path of individual duty. May you 
be kept in a humble, contrite spirit ; it is with 
such that the Lord graciously condescends to 
dwell. In the exercise of continual watchful- 
ness, be very careful, in the succeeding steps 
of your Christian progress, that you enter 
upon nothing which interferes with your bear- 
ing the yoke of Christ, or which renders its 
restraints irksome. Kemember that ye are 
not your own, that ye are bought with a price ; 
and be concerned so to occupy the time and 
talents entrusted to you, that you may thereby 
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God’s. (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20.) The 
watchword of the day, not only to our younger 
members, but to those more advanced in life, 
is—Mind your calling, brethren! 

We believe it to have been given to us to 
uphold Christianity in its primitive purity. 
The gospel is that mighty power which is 
appointed to destroy the works of the devil by 
setting up the kingdom of Christ in the heart 
of man. Christ died for our sins, and rose 
again for our justification—blessed and heart- 
cheering truths! (Rom. iv. 25.) But the ap- 
plication of that blood which sprinkles the 
heart from an evil conscience is a spiritual 
work, to be known only by those whom the 


+ 


that “the kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink ; but righteousness, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost.” (Rom. xiv. 17.) We have 
need to be humbled under a sense of our un- 
fruitfulness, in not showing forth unto others 
more fully the excellency and the power of 
these principles; but may we never seek to 
lower the standard of Divine truth to suit our 
languor and cold-heartedness. If we have not 
the Spirit of Christ we are none of his; and if 
Christ be in ws, the body ié dead because of 
sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteous- 
ness. (Rom. viii. 9, 10.) May we become dead 
to sin, and alive unto righteousness, then we 
believe would his gifts be more abundantly 
showered down upon us, for our own conso- 
lation and the edification of the church. 

“ Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty.” (2 Cor. iii. 17.) The freedom of 
gospel ministry, and the liberty of all the 
living members of the Christian church, to 
exercise the gifts bestowed upon them by its 
Holy Head, have been among the most promi- 
nent testimonies of our religious Society. In 
the fear of God, our early Friends protested 
against the exercise of authority over con- 
science in matters between man and his Cre- 
ator ; and against the assumption, by any one 
individual, to act as the sole agent for the peo- 
ple in their assemblies for Divine worship. 
We believe that this arrangement, by which 
the conducting of services in a Christian con- 
gregation rests with the minister, and the 
hearers are precluded from the exercise of spi- 
ritual gifts in the public: worship of God, is a 
departure from primitive Christianity. Io 
regard to these things, beloved Friends, ac- 
cept the word of earnest exhortation :—Stand 
fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free. (Gal. v. 1.) 

But, dear brethren, let your stedfastness in 
these and in all other things, be in the meek- 
ness of wisdom. The truth leads into gentle- 
ness as well as firmness. Let us remember, 
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that “the wrath of man worketh not the|complicated guilt. We are glad to observe 
righteousness of God.” (James i. 20.) The | that our dear Friends in America, from whose 
ways of the Lord are not our ways, nor his| several Yearly Meetings we have received 
thoughts our thoughts: he is wonderful in| acceptable Epistles, (as well as one from that 
counsel and excellent in working : be patient, | of Ireland,) are alive to this cause, and that 
therefore, brethren. (Isaiah lv. 8.) There is| they do, from time to time, avail themselves 
great power as well as safety in meekness and | of suitable opportunities to plead for the op- 
tience. Much of an agitated spirit prevails) pressed, before their rulers. The circum- 
in our beloved country. May the Lord, who, | stances of the North American Indians are 
notwithstanding its manifold sins, has so emi-| annually brought under our notice through 
nently blessed it, still extend his merciful care | this correspondence. Our sympathy is afresh 
over it. We have ever maintained that it is|excited for these deeply-injured people: we 
our duty to obey all the enactments of civil|are glad to know that our dear brethren on 
government, except those by which our alle-| the other side of tne Atlantic continue their 
i to God is interfered with. We owe}endeavours to do them good. The injustice 
much to its blessings; through it we enjoy | with which they have been treated, and the 
liberty and protection in connection with law} cruel and arbitrary way in which the power 
and order; and whilst bound by our sense of | of conquest has been and is still exercised by 
religious conviction not to comply with those | those who call themselves Christians, in coun- 
requisitions which violate our Christian prin- | tries where the religion of our holy Redeemer 
ciples, we desire ever to be found of those who| is not professed, is a reproach to the nations 
are quiet in the land; a condition favourable | which bear his name. May we all be so im- 
to true Christian patriotism, and in which, | bued with a sense of the benign, the peaceable, 
services highly valuable and useful may be| and the merciful character of his law, as to 
rendered to the community. maintain a just and true sense of the wrongs 
Various objects of a popular nature engage | which have been thus inflicted. 

the public attention at the present time. We} We are still subjected to suffering in the 
believe that many amongst us have, from phi-| support of our conscientious scruple against 











» lanthropic motives, taken an active part in pro-| the payment of ecclesiastical claims. The 
moting them. Some of these things are cal-| amount reported under that head, including 


culated to bring with them great excitement.|the charges of distraint, is upwards of ten 
We tenderly invite our brethren to consider, | thousand three hundred pounds. We com- 


whether in any of the associations for these | mend this our ancient testimony, to the close 
objects, there is a tendency to lead away from consideration of all our members. We regard | 
that patient exercise of spirit and that quiet) the altered circumstances in which we are |. 
self-examination, which are not only conducive | placed by the recent change in the laws 


but necessary to a growth in grace, which | respecting tithe, and the tendency, which is 
constitutes the healthy state of the Christian ; | but too obvious, to various acts of ecclesias- 
and to be op their guard, lest such associations tical domination, as calling upon us to ask 
should gradually draw them into that assimi- | counsel of the Lord, and, by the help of his 
Jation with the world which is unlawful to a| grace and the exercise of a tender conscience, 
follower of Christ. | to uphold our spiritual views of Christian 


Since we lust met together, multitudes of) truth with integrity and faithfulness. 


our fellow-countrymen have been in greatdis-| Beloved Friends! Short is the period of our 
tress. It affords us much satisfaction that! mortal existence. May we all be established | 
many of our members have, by pecuniary aid, | in a living faith in Christ. May we be found 














awaken interest in the readers of “The 
Friend.” I have therefore forwarded it for 
insertion, prefixing an account of the Friend 
who performed the visit, taken from the ninth 
part of Piety Promoted. T. 


Ann Mercy Bell, of York, was born in Lon- 
don. She had her education in Friends’ 
School and Workhouse, being admitted soon 
after its establishment, and she afierwards 
continued there as a school-mistress for many 
years. Being early favoured with -— Visi- 
tations, she was not only preserved ffom the 
gross pollutions of the world; but was, in a 
good degree, enubled to renounce vain and 
youthful pleasures and arnusemenis, which she 
frequently confessed with humble thankfulness 
aud gratitude. 

In the year 1731 she married Nathaniel 
Bell, of York, and became a member of that 
meeting; and, while in a private capacity, 
was well esteemed as a Friend of circumspect 
life and conversation, a pattern of plainness, 
and therein, as well as in other respects, a 
good example. At length, steadily adhering to 
the Divine Teacher in her heart, and under 
the influence of the Spirit of Truth, she had, 
from a well-grounded experience, to declare 
to others the way of life and salvation. In 


this service she faithfully laboured, according 


to ability received, at home, and in adjacent 
parts; and, in the course thereof, found draw- 
| ings, in the love of the gospel, to visit various 
other parts of this nation : also, when engaged 
in family visits, she found it her concern not 
to overlook those, who, by misconduct, had 
incurred the censure of Friends. 

Her labours were not confined to those of 
the Society of Friends; but, in the course of 
her travels, she had compassionately to call 
jand direct people of other denominations, to 
the unerring Teacher in themselves; and had 
meetings among them in divers places where 
no Friends were settled. 


In the year 1753, she found a concern to 


manifested their feeling for the sufferers, and diligently occupying the talent entrusted to visit Friends in London; and during her stay 


others have also diligently visited the wretch-| us, with a single eye to the service of our 
ed abodes of poverty and want. We encour-| Lord. And may we, every one, when we 
age the continued active exercise of that sym-| appear at the judgment-seat of Christ, be 
pathy which searches out the sorrows and alle-| counted worthy to stand before the Son of 


viates the sufferings of the poor, the widow, 
and the fatherless. May none of us deprive 
ourselves of the privilege of exercising this Groner Sracery, 
Christian duty, or withdraw fron: its judicious | Clerk to the meeting this year. 
performance. pen 
The enormous sin and the wide-spread ex- 

istence of the siave-trade and of slavery have 
afresh come before us. Whilst no active 


Man. (Luke xxi. 36.) ‘ 





For “ The Friend.” 
ANN MERCY BELL. 


measure has been at this time adopted to has-| A pamphlet has come into my possession, 
ten the termination of this system of iniqui-| printed in London, in-the year 1754, bearing 


Signed, in and on behalf of the meeting, by 


in that city, under the influence of love to 
mankind, had to exhort the inhabitants thereof, 
in the streets, markets, and many places in 
| and about London, Westminster, and South- 
wark, calling them to re e and amend- 
ment of life. In this service she was signally 
furnished with ability to labour, to the tender- 
ing many of their minds, and acknowledgment 
of her good-will to them; and such was the 
ardour of her mind, and the flowing forth of 
love to them, that she frequently preached 
three or four times a day, in different parts. 
On her return home, she had to acknowledge 
that.she was favoured with the return of 





ty, we believe that there is still a part to be| the following title, “* A Summary Account of| peace ; which she esteemed a sufficient re- 


taken by our: religious Society collectively,|an Extraordinary Visit to this Metropolis, in 
and by its members individually, on behalf of| the year 1753, by the Ministry of Ann Mercy 
our oppressed and enslaved fellow-men. The | Bell.” The following passage from Luke xiv. 
character of this sin, so offensive in the sight | 21, 22, is taken as a motto: “ Go out quickly 
of our merciful Creator, and the miseries and|into the streets and lanes of the city, and 
injustice which are inseparable from it, are} bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and 
now’so well known and understood that we/| the halt, and the blind. And the servant said, 
have no excuse for not yielding our minds to} Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and 


the subject. May the day be near when every | yet there is room.” 


nation shall be free from participating in this| The narrative appeared to me calculated to 


ward for the various exercises which attended 
that laborious service. 

Towards the conclusion of her time, she 
expressed her fervent desire, that He who had 
been her morning light might be her evening 
song ; which there is no doubt but she merci- 
fully experienced ; for being suddenly seized 
with an apopletic fit, at the approach of the 
stroke, she was beard to say, ** Sweet Jesus,” 
with some other expressions, which, through 
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the hurry and surprise those about her were | Ropewalks ; where, stepping on a small rising 


in, are not now remembered, 

She, in a few hours after, departed, without 
sigh or groan, the 30th of the ‘Twelfth month, 
1775; and was interred in Friends’ burial- 
ground, in York, the 4th of the First month, 
1776; aged about sixty-nine, and a minister 
about thirty years. 


The Summary Account, which appears to 
have been written by Joseph Phipps, is as fol- 


bank, she stood a while in silence, till the 
people gathered more generally, which they 
presently did, from several parts, to a great 
number. Here she had a fresh and open 
time, for about the space of twenty-five 
minutes. A great solemnity came over them, 
and the tears streamed plentifully from several 
of their eyes. They gave various tokens of 
the reach they felt, by smiting their breasts, 


was hastening by the crowd, which stood to 
hear her, upon casting a look up to her, her 
very countenance pierced him, and the words 
she was then expressing touched him to the 
quick, conviction suddenly surprized and fixed 
him; and though he had, for a long series of 
time, entertained a great deal of the infidel in 
him, the testimony came with such demon- 
stration, it all presently vanished, and left not 
adoubt remaining. His condition was 


and other sensible expressions of concern ;| to him, bis understanding enlightened, and the 
lows :— _ |and, when she closed her speech, several cried | bent of his mind so changed, that he took all 
Thedesign of collecting the following | out, « We never had such a visit as this! this | opportunities of attending her afterwards, both 
circumstances together, from minutes takeu, is not such preaching as theirs, that come with ‘in public and private. 
time after time, as they were transacted, is,/hell and damnation in their mouths. She| ‘I'he 23rd, in the morning, she was at the 
that there may nut be wanting a record, of 


be an comes from God, to offer his grace and mercy |Sayoy meeting. In the afternoon, she ap- 
the most general religious visit, that pérhaps |to us. It is great mercy to us, poor miserable | peared at three different places, in ‘Tothill. 
this capital ever received, by any one person ;| creatures, indeed!” One woman tenderly | street, Westminster ; at three more in Long- 


agreeable to the advice couched in the follow- | acknowledged, that she had originally des-|ditch, pretty largely; once in Angel-court, 








ing citation, from the writings of that truly | cended from Friends, but had left them when | and had a few words at King-street end, near 


apostolical minister of the gospel, George 
Fox, viz. “ All my dear Friends, every where, 
who have been moved of the Lord God, to 
speak in steeple-houses to the priests, or in 
markets to the people, or iu courts, or in fairs, 
or assizes, or towas; let an account thereof be 
drawn up together, in one book, with the sub- 
stance of their words, which they spake in the 
power of God. This would be a book that 
may stand to generations ; that they may see 
their faithful testimony, and what strength 
God did ordain, out of the mouths of babes and 
sucklings.” 

According to the purport of this advice, 
the author has endeavoured to give a just, 


though short account of the case, as it has 


all along appeared to him, who has been one 
of those most constantly concerned, as an 
attendant therein. ‘The narration take as fol- 
lows. 

Ann Mercy Bell, having acquainted the pro- 
per meeting, with a concern which had long 
lain weightily upon her mind, to visit the in- 
habitants in some of the public parts of this 
metropolis; and that meeting, after deliber- 
ation, having left her to her liberty; on the 
Sth of the Eighth month, 1753, about ten 
o’clock in the forenoon, she set out, accom- 
panied with several Friends, and came into 
Rosemary lane, at the end of Red-lion street. 
The lane was spread, up and down, with 
abundance of loitering people ; and, upon our 
Friend’s beginning to speak, many of them 
flocked up to us. She preached the necessity 
of repentance and amendment, sometimes 
walking, and sometimes standing a few 
minutes, in a most tender and engaging man- 
ner. Opening the conditions of many, show- 
ing the danger of —y in them, and re- 
commending the grace of God, in mercy 
extended, for their help; which . apparently 
was received with great openness of heart. 

We proceeded gradually, till we came op- 
posite to a public house, at the corner of a 
street; and a hasty shower coming on, the 
people invited us in for shelter. Many were 
sate drinking in the boxes, to whom Mercy 
gave a compassionate exhortation, which was 
kindly accepted, both by the guests, and the 
woman who kept the house, 

When the shower was over, we left the 
house, being followed by a pretty many to the 



























young, for the sake of a wider path, and made 
herself miserable. She was thankful to find 
the Divine visitation renewed to her, and that 
she was not finally forsaken. In the afternoon 
Mercy attended Westminster meeting. 

The nineteenth, in the morning, she ap- 
peared in three different places, between East 
Smithfield and Ratcliff Highway, about an 


the Abbey. 

In every place shé was furnished with fresh 
matter, and a living spring, to the help and 
admiration of some, who thankfully expressed 
the feeling sense they had of the Divine pow- 
er, baptizing, as well as teaching, through her 
ministry. 

The 9th of the Ninth month, after attend- 


hour and a half in the whole, to great numbers | ing the Savoy and Westminster meetings, she 
of the lower sort. The generality behaved | went into Dartmouth-street, where a pretty 
commendably, and some were pretty much ten-| large number of people gathered up to ber, 
dered. About twelve o’clock she returned to a| and gave audience, with peculiar stillness and 


Friend’s house in the city, and her concern | attention, 


From thence proceeding into the 


coming afresh upon her, to go into the princi-| Park, with intention to pass through towards 


pal streets, she gave up to it; though in great 
fear and trembling. When she came into 
Cornhill, the street was filled with people, 


Charing-cross, and finding her concern arise, 
she stopped at the foot of the walk facing Sto- 
rey’s Gate, and exhorted the people, who 


passing from their several places of worship. | crowded the walks, for about the space of ten 


She appeared in tender warning; and exhorta- 
tion, at three different places, before and under 
the Royal Exchange. And although she stood 
to some disadvantage, being upon a level with 
the crowd, yet several heard her with sobriety 
and attention. After she had done speaking, 
and was moving forward, two or three persons 
roade a little disturbance, by pushing such as 
were next them one against another ; but the 
generality showed so great a disgust at their 
behaviour, as presently put an end thereto. 

The next stop she made was opposite the 
Mansion-house, where she appeared a consid- 
erable time. She had afterwards another op- 
portunity near Queen street end in Cheapside, 
to good satisfaction. 

Being then about two o’clock, she went to 
a Friend’s house, and took a little refresh- 
ment; had an acceptable time with such as 
were present, and afterwards attended a 
funeral at Friends’ burial-ground at Bunhill- 
fields, where she was enabled to bear a 
weighty testimony, and so finished her public 
service for that day. A laborious day it was 
both to her mind and body, as well as to 
some that accompanied her, who sincerely 
sympathized with her in this uncommon and 
exercising engagement, and had an unde- 
niable sense of the truth aud weight of her 
concern. 

Nor was this day’s labour without a lasting 
effect to some ; particularly to one, who hath 
several times since declared, that, being 
averse to this manner of appearance, as he 


or twelve minutes. Then, passifg on a little 
further, she made another stop; and as she 
seemed pretty near to conclude, the relief- 
guard came up, and the corporal civilly told 
us, their orders were so strict, against suffer- 
ing any stoppage of a crowd in the Park, that 
he must desire us to walk on. We answered, 
it was right for them to obey their orders, 
aud we had no intention to give any occasion 
of offence, and so moved onward. ‘The people 
were, in general, of a genteel sort, and several 
made very sensible remarks and acknowledg- 
ments. One said to the soldiers, “ Your or- 
ders will extend to hinder this gentlewoman, 
from preaching what is good in the Park, but 
not to take notice of many wicked things that 
are done here.” A soldier answered, “ Ma- 
dam, we can’t help it.” Another said to Mer- 
cy, “If you d> go on, they can’t hurt you: 
God Almighty will protect you in this good 
work.” 

We quitted the Park at the Horse-guards, 
and soon after.she stood up, on a little emi- 
nence, by the Admiralty office. The people 
immediately came running up from all sides, 
and she had a fine opportunity with a large 
number, in all appearance, to their great satis- 
faction. Many seemed loth to part from her, 
though the dusk of the evening was coming 
on apace; some saying they would go ten, 
others twenty miles, to meet with her again. 
Some, who before were light and sportive, and 
owned they had followed us, on purpose to 
disturb us, were reduced to seriousness and 
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THE FRIEND. 












solidity, and appeared as much affected, as; 
full of acknowledgments, and as loth to depart, 
as any. 

(To be continued.) 


== 
For “* The Friend.” 


ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES 


Among the Early Printers and Publishers of 
Friends’ Books. 


(Continued from page 330.) 


Andrew Sowle is the next in order of time 
amongst the publishers of Friends’ books. He 
was born in the year 1628, and was a printer 
by profession, which business he followed in 
the city of London. He “ received the Truth 
as sland by the people called Quakers, in 
his young years, became obedient thereto, 
and gave himself up to the living power there- 
of, which enabled him with much cheerful- 
ness to undergo those manifold afflictions and 
persecutions with which he was exercised : 
for being a just and upright man, he was zea- 
lous for the propagation of the truth, to which, 
both by conversation and suffering, he bore a 
faithful testimony.” 

I have found no mention of the year in 
which he was convinced of the ‘I'ruth, but in 
the year 1664 he was a sufferer for it, being 
taken at a meeting and committed to Newgate 
on the Second Conventicle Act, as it was term- 
ed. About this time he was arrested and car- 
ried before Richard Brown, who was then a 
persecuting alderman, as he had been a per- 
secuting mayor. The alderman, understand- 
ing that he was a printer, threatened to send 
him after his brother-twin, alluding to John 
Twynn, who, after cruel mutilations, had suf- 
fered death at Smithfield, for printing what 
was called a treasonable book. Andrew, be- 
ing made sensible that his oppressor had not 
long to continue to afflict the Lord’s people, 
meekly replied, “ Thou wilt not live to see it.” 
The event justified the impression on his mind, 
for Brown died soon after. 

In a testimony, issued shortly after Andrew 
Sowle’s death, fis Friends say : he “ engaged 
himself freely in the printing Friends’ books, 
when he had large offers of advancing himself 
in the world, made to him by his other friends 
and relations, if he would have desisted there- 
from: but his love to ‘Truth, and the desire 
he had to be instrumental in his calling for 
the spreading it abroad, would not suffer him 
to hearken to any of these offers ; but he free- 
ly gave himself up to the service thereof, even 
in times of the hottest persecution, believing 
it his duty so to do, though therein he should 
hazard not only his life, but also that outward 
substance God had blessed him with ; being 
for several years together in continual danger 
upon that account, his house being often 
searched, and his printing materials, as press- 
es, letter, &c., as often broken to pieces, and 
taken away, as any Friends’ books were found 
printing by him ; and this they did for many 
years together: during which time, though 
he met with great losses, and had at one time, 








was glad he had any thing to lose for Truth, 
and that the Lord had made him worthy to be 
a sufferer for it :’ which quiet resignation of 
himself to the will of God, caused one of those 


that came to seize upon his goods, to do what 


he could with his partners to put a stup to the 


seizure ; and when he saw he could not pre- 


vail, he went out and wept. When at another 
time his adversaries came to take away his 


printing-house, he was so resigned and easy, 
io giving up all to his persecutors, that when 
they had done their work, and seized upon 
all, he (as he often did in like cases,) sat meat 
and drink before them, according to the com- 


mand, Kom. xii. 19, 29, ‘to feed even his 


very enemies.’ And his good so overcame 


their evil, that some of them departed under 


a concern; but one of the chief, who was fill- 
ed with malice against the ‘l'ruth, survived 
not long after, but died in a miserable condi- 
tion.” 

We have no means of ascertaining at what 
period he became a bookseller, as well as prin- 
ter, but it was probably about the year 1670. 
During the latter part of the reign of Charles 
IL., the proceedings under the license law grew 
less strict; and in 1680 we find Andrew 
Sowle’s imprint as printer and bookseller. 
From his catalogue, now first attached to the 
books he printed, we find the names of a con- 
siderable number published by hiin in previ- 
ous years, which he had still for sale. His 
imprint at this time was, “ London, printed by 
Andrew Sowle, in Devonshire New Buildings, 
without Bishop’s-gate.” In 1683, he had re- 
moved, for his imprint then was, “ London, 
printed and sold by Andrew Sowle, at the 
Crooked Billet, in Holloway-lane, Shoreditch.” 
This was the place of his residence. 

In 1688, he had two places of business, for 
in addition to that in Holloway-lane, his books 
were now sold “ at the ‘’hree Keys in Nags- 
Head-court, in Grace-church street ;” some 
of the books add, “ over against the Conduit.” 
Here he continued printing and publishing, 
until the year 1691, when he resigned his bu- 
siness into the hands of his daughter Tacy 
Sowle. It is probable that Andrew had no 
sons, as he had brought up this daughter to 
be a practical printer. She was, says a book- 
seller of that time, “ a good compositor her- 
self.” 

Andrew continued to reside at his old resi- 
dence in Holloway-lane, respected and beloved 
by all whoknew him. He was comfortable in 
the retrospect of his life ; he was happy in his 
family circle. He had a loving wife to care 
for him; a daughter, well-esteemed in the 
community, dutiful to her parents, and evi- 
dently walking in the truth. The greatest ex- 
ercises and trials he had been called on to 
endure, were well over, and peaceably he 
awaited the conclusion of life. About the be- 
ginning of the Tenth month, 1695, he was 
sensible of a great weakness of body, which 
continued to increase. His patience and re- 
signation were exemplary ; and whatever he 
suffered, he seldom complained. He said, “I 
am given up to the will of God ;” and often 


by his adversaries, about a thousand reams of | declared he had “ no dependence on any thing, 


printed books taken from him, yet he was ne- 
ver heard to complain; but would say, ‘ He 


save upon Christ Jesus, the good Samaritan.” 
George Whitehead and another Friend, 











calling to see him, Andrew was enabled to 


testify, that “ he had served Truth faithfully, 
according to what the Lord had been pleased 
to make manifest to him ; and that in what he 
had done, he had not sought himself, but the 
honour of God.” 

During his illness, he often exhorted his 
family to faithfulness; pressing on the youn- 
ger ones the necessity of their “ seeking the 
Lord in the days of their youth.” His re- 
proofs to those who had done amiss, were so 
kind and convincing, that a servant of bis re- 
marked, “I stand more in awe of @¥eproof 
from him, than the severest treatment from 
another ; his end being in love to convince 
me, that 1 have done that which is not right.” 

Late on the evening of the 25th of the same 
month in which he was taken sick, William 
Penn came to visit him. Finding him in a 
sweet, cumposed frame of mind, and lying 
pleasantly, as though he ailed nothing, Wil- 
liam queried with him, how hedid? He re- 
plied with much cheerfulness, that his satis- 
faction and peace of mind were great; and 
that he waited for his change. William, who 
had for many years been a¢guainted with him, 
and who loved him for his serviceable, inno- 
cent life, after some conversation with him, 
was constrained in gospel love to kneel by 
his bed-side in prayer. His supplication was, 
that the Lord would give to his departing ser- 
vant, the reward of bis labour, for through 
him many blessed truths had been brought 
forth to the world. 

Afier William had ceased, Andrew, in ac- 
knowledging his love, told him, to this effect : 


“T am well-satisfied in ny condition, and with 


the truth of God which I have professed. I 
have nothing to do, but to wait in the will of 


God till my change come.” ‘They parted in 


much love, Andrew signifying that his * love 


was to, and his unity with, all Friends in the 
Truth.” 


After this, he lay sweetly retired, waiting 


for his dismission, which took place about 8 
o’clock on the following morning. 


His senses 
remained perfectly clear to the last. Just at 


the close, his wife coming to his bed-side, 
asked him how he was. 
Jane, never such a good night as this!” His 
eyes instantly closed ; his breathing ceased ; and 


He replied, “ Oh, 


with praise on his lips he fell asleep in Jesus. 
No sigh could be heard as he departed ; no 
change took place in his countenance ; but in 
quietness and peace he passed from a world 
wherein he had known much labour and trou- 
ble, and entered into his everlasting rest. 

This crowning mercy was meted out to him 
on the 26th day of the Tenth month, 1695, 
he being then in the 67th year of his age. 


. (To be continued.) 


“ As every one maintains a holy care and 
watchfulness over himself, it will greatly con- 
duce to love and unity, and confirm and 
strengthen church fellowship and communion 
which is in Christ.” 
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